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have been uprooted as a world-state in the sense of Roosevelt's words spoken in 1904: "The prosperity of a nation has not normally the significance of a threat, but of a hope for the other nations/' A chance, which in a certain sense is symbolical of the tragedy of the world-war, decreed that the Anglo-German colonial agreement was sent over to our London Ambassador in its final form for his signature on the very day of the declaration of war.
The ill-will of the Entente Powers ought at no moment to have been under-estimated.   But in spite of this, the situation was not lost for German diplomacy when the Serbian challenge was sent to Austria in the summer of 1914.    It only had to be handled frankly and at the right moment.   An immediate request from our Emperor to the obtaining satisfaction, i would at least have favou* situation.
So far as Germany was concerned there was never a menace of any moment in the will to war, but it rested solely in the fatal mediocrity of the politicians in office.
II
On July 5th, 1914, the Austrian Ambassador handed in to the German Emperor at Potsdam a letter from the Emperor Francis Joseph, which had been brought by Count Hoyos, the Chief of Cabinet of the Austro-Hungarian Foreign Minister, Count Berchtold, together with a memorandum which had been drawn up